TALES OF DESTINT

tumult, and to my surprise every one now seemed
willing to do my bidding.

"' Come along then,' cried several voices, as the
prisoners were once more urged forward. I kept
close by their side, and when we gained the con-
stable's house and the staked enclosure that served
as a place of detention, I too passed within, leaving
the leaders of the crowd to guard the gateway.
" When we were alone, Baji Lai and Devaka threw
themselves at my feet, and thanked me for the aid
I had rendered them.

" ' My children/ I said, as I raised them up, ' were I
not assured in my own mind that there is some
grievous mistake, and that you can explain the
mysterious disappearance of your guest, I should not
be here by your side. But tell me your story, and I
shall advise you to the best of my powers.'
"Baji Lai lifted his eyes, and gazed at me mournfully
but fearlessly.

" * Chunda Das/ he began, ' you have known me
now for many years. Have I ever done aught to
shake your confidence ? '
" ' Never/ I affirmed.
" ' Have you ever heard me tell a lie ? '
" ' Never/ I again'replied.

" ' Well, then, you will believe me when I say that I
told the truth in declaring that the stranger went
away in the night. His servant came back all in a
hurry for him, and he would not tarry even until
daylight, although I pleaded with him to stay/
" ' I believe you/ I said, for, even apart from my
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